Northwest Literature



Name: _______________
This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff: Literary Analysis Essay

Write a multi-paragraph literary analysis essay on one of the following themes: transformation, abuse, coming of age, or relationships. This is worth 25 points.
Essay Organization: Introduction catches the reader’s attention, introduces theme, specifies title and author, and contains thesis statement. Body stays focused on thesis; provides organized, logical development; uses appropriate evidence (quotes, etc.), and adequately explores thesis. Conclusion provides closure to your essay, refers back to thesis.
Due dates 
· Draft is due to Turnitin by midnight on Wednesday.

· Peer Review is on Thursday.

· Final Essay due to Turnitin by midnight on Friday. 
	                
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	Ideas and Structure
20 points
	Essay:

-incudes an introduction with an engaging hook that introduces the theme, contains a powerful, focused thesis statement, and moves from general to specific with thesis at the end.

-Excellent organization w/strong topic sentences, well-chosen facts backed up with interpretation, and effective concluding sentences. 

-uses effective transitions to move from idea to idea and effective choice of quotes and evidence; paragraphs clearly support thesis statement. Interpretation is insightful, analytical, thought-provoking, and adequate to the novel.

-has a conclusion that moves from specific to general, revisits thesis statement; gives deep final thoughts that are relevant to the thesis and leaves the reader with a clear idea of the essay’s importance.
	Essay:

-includes an introduction with theme statements that are fairly engaging and an adequate, though not powerful, thesis statement. 
-Good organization with adequate to strong topic sentences, mostly effective facts, interpretation, and concluding sentences. 

-Uses some transitions. 

-Uses good choice of quotes and evidence; paragraphs generally support the thesis. Interpretation shows some thought, but lacks deep analytical thinking.

-Provides a basic ending to the essay; it revisits the thesis, but may not provide deep final thoughts that have a lasting effect on the reader.
	Essay:

-includes an introduction with dull theme statement(s) with little effort to engage the reader. Contains a weak thesis statement. Paper may ramble a bit, but the thesis comes at the end.

-Organized with topic sentences, but facts and interpretation lack details/effectiveness. Concluding sentences may be missing or weak. 

-Uses few or no transitions. 

-Has adequate choice of quotes and evidence; paragraphs may not fully support the thesis statement. Interpretation shows some degree of thought, but may be inaccurate at times.

- Gives a basic ending to the essay, but may bring in new, unsupported information that may or may not support the thesis.
	Essay:

-includes an introduction that does not introduce a theme, or is missing a thesis statement; there is no logical organization to the paragraph.

-is poorly organized with weak and/or missing topic sentences, paragraphs often ramble from the topic; facts, interpretation, and concluding sentences may be inadequate or missing. 

-does not use transitions.

-contains a poor choice of quotes and evidence; paragraphs clearly do not support the thesis. Interpretation shows serious lack of thought; consistently inaccurate analysis.
Conclusion is weak, confusing, or missing all together.  It may lack connection to the thesis.

	Use of Language
5 points


	Sentences are well built, with strong and varied structures that invite oral reading, strengthen the meaning of the text, and draw attention to key ideas. 
Writing demonstrates strong control of standard conventions and uses them effectively to enhance essay’s purpose. Errors are so few and minor that the reader can skim right over them. Quotes are properly cited and punctuated. MLA formatting followed according to guidelines.
	The variety of words employed is functional and appropriate to audience and purpose. The text flows but may lack the rhythm and grace of an ”A” paper. Sentences are functional and convey meaning, but they may lack energy.
Writing demonstrates reasonable control of standard writing conventions. There may be a few errors, but they do not impede readability.  Some editing is needed.  Quotes are for the most part cited and punctuated correctly. Mostly follows MLA formatting.
	Language is predictable, ordinary, imprecise, and may not be appropriate for intended audience and/or purpose. The sentence structure tends to be mechanical rather than fluid; occasional awkward constructions may force the reader to slow down or reread. The writing demonstrates limited control of standard writing conventions. Errors begin to impede readability. Editing is needed. Quotes may not be cited or there may be errors in punctuation. Does not adhere to MLA formatting guidelines.
	Language is limited, monotonous, or misused; only the most obvious message is communicated. The writing is difficult to follow or read aloud; sentences tend to be incomplete, run-on, or awkward. Writing requires the reader to reread in order to make sense of the writing.  Writing demonstrates little or no control of standard conventions. The severity and frequency of errors detract from essay’s purpose. Extensive editing is needed. No effort is made to follow MLA formatting.


