This Boy’s Life

Universal Experiences

“The idea is to reach truth through memory and transform it into art. Memory is the story. Our memories are what makes us.” –Tobias Wolff

A memoir is different than an autobiography in that the writer selects memories rather than moving in a line through each event in life. A successful memoir chooses memories that resonate on a universal level, meaning that many people recognize something of their own life in what they read.

Directions: For this assignment, you will be assigned a section of the book we’ve read so far and skim it for universal experiences. These don’t necessarily need to be experiences you’ve had personally, but they can be ideas or events that many others might be able to relate to. Make a list of a least ten ideas in your section that could be considered universal or fairly common experiences or feelings.

Here is a sample list of ideas from page 1-7:

1. Having a car that constantly breaks down

2. Witnessing a bad car accident and the feelings you have afterward

3. Manipulating a parent to get what you want

4. Remembering a souvenir you had as a kid that you really liked

5. Coming up with some money-making or get-rich-quick scheme

6. Staying in a cheap hotel room

7. Moving to another state, especially in a car

8. Being in a parade

9. Going on a road trip with family or friends 

10. Singing in the car, calling out the mileage numbers as you get closer

Sections in the book:

Page 8-28

Page 65-84

Page 126-144

Page 192-214
Page 29-47

Page 87-106

Page 145-168

Page 215-233
Page 48-64

Page 107-125

Page 169-191

Page 237-265









Page 265-end

